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PRE PACE. 


Five volumes of the inscriptions found in Burma have already been issued from the 
Government Press, Rangoon. The present volume isthe sixth, The earliest volume, Zhe /uscrip- 
tions of Pagan, Pinya and Ava, was published in 1892; estampages of these inscriptions had been 
prepared and collected by the first Government Archeologist, Dr. Forchhammer and, after his 
untimely death, the task of transliterating them into the modern Burmese characters and editing 
them was confided to Mr. Taw Sein Ko, his successor. Then were published, in the order given 
below, the four other volumes :— 


Inscriptions copied from the stones collected by King Bodawpaya and {placed near the 
Arakan Pagoda, Mandalay, Volume I, 1897. 

Inscriptions copied from the stones (collected by King Bodawpaya and placed near the 
Arakan Pagoda, Mandalay, Volume IJ, 1897. 

Inscriptions collected in Upper Burma, Volume I, 1900. 

Inscrtptions collected in Upper Burma, Volume II, 1903. 

The present volume, Original * Inser7ptions collected by King Bodawpaya and now placed 
near the Patodawgyt Pagoda, Amarapura, had already gone to press when | took over charge from 
Mr. Taw Sein Ko, in August 1912, and but little proof remained to be read. All the honour of this 
long and onerous work belongs, therefore, to Mr. Taw Sein Ko, Materials are steadily accumulating 
for a seventh volume, and there are now 210 inscriptions being prepared for the press. 


The ‘ Inscriptions of Amarapura” were collected by King Bodawpaya, a little over a 
century ago, from all parts of the upper country, including Pagan, and placed by him near the Sin- 
gyo-shwe-gu Pagoda at Amarapura. 


Not a few must have been broken in transit or by mismanagement at the place of destination ; 
these fragments, mostly without date, have been relegated to the end ofthe volume. Many others 
also must have been wilfully destroyed or done away with in some manner or other by cartmen who 
had been requisitioned for the, to them, uninteresting, burdensome and unremunerative work of 
transporting them from their original sites to Amarapura ; so, at least, local tradition has it. This is 
greatly to be regretted, for some stones, containing inscriptions of great historical importance have, 
no doubt, disappeared in this fashion and are now past recovery. 

This important collection was discovered in 1906, at the Sin-gyo-shwe-gu Pagoda. They 
have been, under the care of Mr. Taw Sein Ko, erected under a temporary shed near the Patodawgyi 
Pagoda at Amarapura, with a wooden railing all round, to preserve them from further decay and from 
the depradations of men and beasts. 


This collection contains some of the oldest * inscriptions in Burmese yet found; three of 
king Anawrahta are dated Caka 420= 1058 A.D. Another dated Caka 429= 1067 A.D. from 
Manuha, the captive king of Thatén and his grandson Asavatdhamma-Min, records how Manuha 
had some years previously begged of Anawrahta to be permitted to erect the Manuha Temple, which 
is now preserved and protected by Government ; it records also that the small natural bay at the foot 
of the Lokananda Pagoda was then the port where all ships anchored ; many a craft from the 





# Some of these are copiesmade verbatim sometime after the original had been svt up, by the immediate successor og 
successors of the king by whom or in whose reign they had been engrayed, 





southern and north-eastern coasts of India, must have been seen there at that period; this is corro- 


borated by the characters of the inscriptions on numerous votive tablets found at Pagan, as well as 


by the form of dress and headgear and the characteristic cast of features of the figures on the 
plaques at the Petle 


anda Pagodas, and the stone carvings in the corridors of the latter. 


One, dated Caka 444=1082 A.D., is from Sawlu, whose very existence seems to have been 


doubted in some publications. All these and a few others antidate the quadrilingual pillar of 
d 


Myazedi at Pagan, which is date 


A.D. 1084 and which is the oldest to be found in the other 
collections. A fragmentary inscription in the so-called Pyu characters has been found amongst the 


inscriptions transliterated in this volume. 


Then follow a good many others of great interest bearing the names of Kyanzittha, Alaung- 


sithu, Kyazwa-Min, etc. ; the one dated A.D. 1082 of Sawlu contains the, up to now, oldest testi- 
mony of the existence at a very early period of the word Talaing, which has of late provoked much 


discussion ; the word is spelled, ir 


mr 


; Insc iption : “Tanlain 


a successful expedition against the Tarets (coqo5) and Taroks ( ) by which the Burmese generally 


g.” Still another of A.D. 1110 records 


understand the Tartars and Chinese respectively, and by which we are probably to understand here 


an expedition against Gandhalaraj or Nan Chao, 


These few notes, taken from the first pages of the volume, will show the great importance of 
this collection for confirming, checking and reconstructing the political, and for some periods religious, 
history of Burma, from the early part of the eleventh century upwards; for the inscriptions that 
follow from kings, queens, ministers, monks and others extend up to the latter part of the nineteenth 


century (1881). Many, no doubt, among these documents, bring no new historical data, being merely 


records ol the dedication of lands or slaves or both to teinpies and monasteries ; but not seldom even 


these will prove useful in reconstructing a grammar and vocabulary of old Burmese. To show the 


us 


rich philological mine that is to be found in these inscriptions, the following few words are gleaned 


at random from the pages of the present 


> == phurha, which seems to be the oldest pronounciation ; now OQepsil 


> = purha, the same as qv52, the combination 9p is the equivalent of o5>, and = rha, 
district. 
1$ a slave. 
sign of the genitive and verbal suffix, 
a2 = aocg the east. 
>§ — 335 house. 
mo = 335 to sleep. 
so5e005, a stupa, probably a Talaing loan-word. 


y>2, is derived directly from the Sanskrit Amatya; curtailed now to s0e05 (amat), a 
minister or official. 
et tase Sf eae ar eariiegs a It ¢ ~ * 
ayo = 209(99, food offered to monks ; both from Pali sambhutta, P.P.P. of sam 4/ bhuiij. 
o = cogo5 mango. 
6p, queen, where s95 = 8 asign of the feminine ; cf. 08: = 20238, female child. 
398 lord. 


6 


Bop (chirya), Esoep) (chriya) and Bor Oop a master. 
@§p (trya)= cocgs law, religion, 

o> = cose = 100. 

(cs) 


8 = § =to have. 


So (prummha) = & Brahma. 


os con} = to feed, 








oysR?, ell, qe@ll = Goqt@ps = grace, favour. 
B = offs = to be broken. 

88 = Siagriee =a live coal. 

oB§$ = oG$s = to cu 

CBO Pop coeaton ies oil 


©0293, ©9992, 070932 = 905 cocopS: = it is true; it is a fact. 


35) 


€ 
o§ = $958 = interrogative suffix. 


8 = (§ to be disgusted and 98 = to be even 
§ = § = to light, a fire. 

Glee lal 

305qo§$, $qe$ = Sanskrit Nirvana; the later word $g2$ is from the Pali nibbana. 

00508 = 0195: = cotton. 

= gS:=a Shan. The derivation of the word 9§s, Shan, has often been discussed, but.no 

conclusion has been arrived at; Sir George Scott calls it an “ unsolved riddle” *; I think the word as 
found spelled in this volume: es solves the riddle 


gS: is also oj= Siam ; the sound g (English—sh) in the modern pronuncia- 
tion of this word isa ee oe the old sound oj which must have been pronounced somewhat 
like the Sanskrit € followed by ‘y’ as in, for instance, vigya; it is a well-known rule in philology that 
words are pronounced with the least possible effort, the result being that easier sounds are uncon: 
sciously substituted for more difficult ones; it is much easier to pronounce sha (Sanskrit s) than og 





¢ya; this rule, in Burmese, can be, as in other languages, illustrated by many examples. For instance, 
this very sound q, sha, is often derived from a more difficult sound : og6 (Ihyap) pronounced 9§ shat. 
so, oj (Ihyan)=4q, Shan, to overflow. 


og (gac, old Burmese for the number eight) becomes q6. This combination 9= ¢a 
(Sanskrit), shows that the ‘y’ sound in oj was distinctly pronounced, although it has now been 
assimilated and has completely disappeared, so that og, now stands for gq in afew words. That the 
word oj was not pronounced 98: , Shan, so late even as the time of Sangermano, is proved by the 
way this author spells it, ‘Sciam’, a close approximation to the pronunciation of his time, for, being 
an Italian, he pronounced C before the vowel 7 as ch, in church; this name he applies to- the Shans. 
The original form of this word seems to be Siém (Sieyam), by which name the Siamese knew them- 
selves formerly ; the Chinese have it in the form Sien, the first part of Sien-lo, their name for Siam ; 
the Assamese pronounce it Sam, and the Talaing Sem (co0S), There can be no doubt that the 
equation given above g$:= aj = ogS:= Siam, is right, and that the Siamese themselves are 
comprised under this denomination, although the Burmese refer to them as Yodaya, from their old 
capital Ayuthya; that is, the proper ethnic name, Shan, has in this case, been superseded, as the 
common appellation of this tribe of Shans, by that of their capital city. 


I would here call attention to the fact that all this mass of precious documents is practicaily 
as yet unexplored, and is still awaiting the labours of the epigraphist. 


A great deal of political and religious history lies buried in these voluminous collections, and I 
think the time has come when an effort to have them properly translated and annotated should be 
made with the aid of the Local Government, for Epigraphy, in Burma, is practically still to be founded; 
We need a treatise on ‘‘ Burmese Epigraphy,” something on the lines of Burnell’s “ Elements of 
South Indian Palaeography ”; the Seer orteee inscriptions might be treated on the plan of Fleet's 
“ Inscriptions of the we Gupta Kings ;” anb the mass of information obtained from this prelims 








ena 
* Upper Burma Gasetteer, Part I, Volume I, page 205, 





( 4) 
inary work should then be used in writing a comprehensive history of Burma from the earliest times 
up to the present, and a history of the development of Buddhism in this Province, 

But little epigraphical work, in the way of translation and annotation has as yet been done ; 
this is to be attributed to the fact that the Superintendent, Archzological Survey’s time is fully occupied 
otherwise, and that, as a consequence, he can find but very scanty leisure, if at all, to devote to this 
most important work; the following is all that has already been published :— 


(i) The Kalyani Inscriptions, erected by King Dhammaceti at Pegu in i476 A.D. Text 
and translation, 1892, by Mr. ‘Taw Sein Ko. 


(ii) Some remarks on the Kalyani Inscriptions, 1894, by Mr. Taw Sein Ko. 


(1i1) Preliminary Study of the Po U Daung Inscription of Sinbyushin, 1774, by 
Mr. Taw Sein Ko, 189 


Q 
3. 
(iv) Inscriptions of Pagan, Pinya and Ava, translation with notes, * 1899, by Maung Tun 


Nyein, then officiating for Mr. Taw Sein Ko. 
(v) Burmese Inscription at Bodh-Gaya, t 1911, by Mr. Taw Sein Ko. 

There-does not, unfortunately, seem to be any probability of the Superintendent being able, 
in future, to devote more time to critical epigraphical work than he has devoted to it in the past, so 
that itis greatly desirable that the Local Government should take steps, in the near future, to remedy 
this-state of affairs. It may be found necessary to appoint a Government Epigraphist for a certain 
number of -years. 

Cuas. DUROISELLE, 
Offg. Superintendent, Archeoslogical Survey. 





+ Besides the above, M. L. Finot, of Paris, has deciphered and translated a short Pali inscription found at Hmawza, and 
ascribed-to about'the fifth century A.D., and Mr. C. O. Blagden, of London, has deciphered and translated the Talaing face of the 
Myazedi pillar, and deciphered the Pyu face ; he is working at some other Talaing Inscriptions, 
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